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" * I am the Ambassador of the French Republic in
Spain. There is a Spanish newspaper which says that
you have been robbing the Infanta of Spain.'
" They asked me if I believed them to be thieves, and
I begged them to take me to their leader, as I had a
letter for him from the Mayor of Paris. They
accompanied me to the part of the palace which is still
standing, and I was presented to M. St. Armand, a
captain in and wearing the uniform of the National
Guard, who was in the grand salon of the Duchess of
Orleans. ... I had with me the King's groom of the
chambers, who had brought with him a list of all the
articles which had been left behind by the Royal
Family. M. St. Armand, assuming an air of great
dignity and authority, observed, ' This is a very long
list,' to which I at once replied, 'But when it is a
question of giving back what does not belong to one,
there can be no question of much or little.' Where-
upon a common man joined in and said,' This gentle-
man is quite right.'
"... The people thereupon, without further reference
to the captain of the National Guard, conducted me
into one of the rooms on the ground floor, facing the
Rue de Rivoli, where all the effects belonging to the
Royal Family had been laid on tables and ticketed, with
as much order as in a curiosity shop. On looking them
over, list in hand, I could see nothing of the jewellery,
plate, or above all of a splendid album, the cover of
which was enriched with precious stones, and which
contained drawings by the leading French artists. It
was a family present given to the Infanta upon her
marriage. I was told that,c ragged as you see us, we